210 WASHINGTON AND HIS COLLEAGUES
" Behold the chief who now commands,
Once more to serve his country stands/'
This is an allusion to the fact that Washington
had  left his  retirement  to  take  charge  of the
national forces.    The envoys had been threatened
that, unless they submitted to the French demands,
the American Republic might share the fate of the
Republic of Venice.    The response of Congress
was   to  vote  money  to  complete  the  frigates,
the United States., the Constitution, and the Con-
stellation,   work  on  which  had  been  suspended
when the Algerine troubles subsided; and further,
to authorize the construction or purchase of twelve
additional vessels.    For the management of this
force, the Navy Department was created by the
Act of April 30, 1798.    By an Act of May 28, the
President was authorized to raise a military force
of ten thousand men, the commander of which
should have the services of   "a suitable number
of major-generals."    On July 7, the treaties with
France that had so long vexed the United States
were abrogated.
The operations of the Navy Department soon
showed that American sailors were quite able and
willing to defend the nation if they were allowed
the opportunity. In December, 1798, the Navy